IRP Notes Package Non-Fiction
The following questions/tasks will constitute your IRP notes package.  Please provide page references as often as possible
1st 30-50 pages
1. What main concern or associations are suggested by the title?  How does the title relate to the first 50pages? Do this question before reading commencing the novel!!!
2. What is the setting (time and place)?  

( List the places the text is set in. How do these various settings support the thesis?
(What is primary mode of inquiry (economic, social-historical, anthropological, historiographical, etc.), provide examples.

(What is the texts political bias (left, right, middle). How do you know?

3. What is the thesis of the text? How is the thesis controversial or topical?
4. A one page personal response.  Reflect on your reading experience: likes, dislikes, moment of uncertainties, surprises, take some guesses on the direction of the novel 
(I was impressed by…I noticed that…I wonder about…Some questions I have are…I don’t understand…
I now understand why/how/what…Something I noticed/appreciate/don’t appreciate/wonder about is…I predict…An interesting word/sentence/ thought is…This part of the story makes me feel…This reminds me of…I never thought…I was surprised by)
Middle 30-50 pages
1. Identify special techniques, such as contrast, data, research, appeal to authority, studies, etc. the author uses to support the thesis? Evaluate the effectiveness of the techniques.

2. How has the author anticipated opposition to his/her thesis? 

Last 30-50 pages
1. Till this point, the author has been preparing the reader for the strongest evidence to support her/his thesis: what is the evidence how does it relate to previous examples, is it effective, etc?
2. If not addressed in the above section, how has the author anticipated opposition to his/her thesis? 

3. How has the texts political leaning (see section one) affected the argument/research. In other words: identify the biases in the novel

4. What are the text’s modern day applications? What can be applied or learned about our contemporary world?

NOTE: don’t forget to connect any information to course content. See RUBRIC

A one page personal response.  Reflect on reading the entire novel: likes, dislikes, moment of uncertainties, surprises, recommendations, is it worthy of study, its merits and weaknesses (I was impressed by…I noticed that…I wonder about…Some questions I have are…I don’t understand…
I now understand why/how/what…Something I noticed/appreciate/don’t appreciate/wonder about is…I predict…An interesting word/sentence/ thought is…This part of the story makes me feel…This reminds me of…I never thought…I was surprised by)
Quotations Page (whole novel)
A minimum of 10 quotations that support the thesis, followed by analysis.  Please follow the format below:

	Quotation
	Analysis

	“We live as we dream, alone” (HofD 32)
	This quotation is significant for 2 reasons: first, the quotation once again makes use of the dream motif.  This recurring reference adds to the dream like atmosphere of the narrative and also calls into question the veracity or Marlow’s tale.  Lastly, the quotation also somewhat discusses the aspect of solitude; an important notion because of the existential dilemmas that plague both solitary leads: Marlow and Kurtz.

	
	

	
	


See rubric online, hand in with notes package.
